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all the fruits of labor-saving methods and technology to be
passed on to them in the form of higher wages and shorter
hours rather than to share them with other segments of the
population in the form of lower prices and greater consump-
tion. Others sought to restrict the supply of labor in par-
ticular crafts and industries, acting on the theory that re-
straint of trade was a game at which two could play, while
the consumer sat by unhappily* In 1939 and 1940 the de-
partment of justice strove to break the obstructiveness of sev-
eral artisans' unions. Labor had waited long for its innings,
and such behavior was natural, if ill-advised*
Rivals in the labor movement strove to top each other's
gains in higher wages and shorter hours, with little heed for
the common weal or the ultimate best interests of the unions
themselves. Following the widespread disapproval of sit-
downs, these aggressive elements came popularly to be
epitomized by John L. Lewis, who with his fierce eyebrows,
black cigar, limousine and cool assurance that government
should knuckle to his will, might have doubled for a "robber
baron*' of the nineteenth century. In 1921 he had obeyed an
unfair injunction with the words, "We cannot fight the gov-
ernment**; twenty years later he persisted in paralyzing the
nation by a coal strike in a grave season of national defense.
More reprehensible than the labor boss, however, was the
labor racketeer. A graduate frequently of the rum-running
and dope-peddling underworld, he was schooled in extortion,
violence and murder. In the early thirties "union czars** with
a stranglehold upon workers in the building trades, motion-
picture operators, bakers, furriers, poulterers and produce-
market vendors—and often feuding among themselves for
mastery—aggravated the industrial turmoil of cities like New
York, Chicago and Detroit. In 1932 the president of the Chi-
cago Crime Commission, Frank J. Loesch, reported that
"fully two thirds of the unions in Chicago are controlled by
or pay tribute directly to Al Capone's terroristic organiza-
tions.** At this date Capone already lay under an eleven-year

